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PCT/EP2005/001405 



Box No. I Basis of the report — 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

M the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed u and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-4 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1-5 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1£, 2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (!A) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-5 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : DUESER M ET AL: "ANALYSIS OF A DYNAMICALLY WAVELENGTH- 
ROUTED OPTICAL BURST SWITCHED NETWORK ARCHITECTURE" 
JOURNAL OF LIGHTWAVE TECHNOLOGY, IEEE. NEW YORK, US, vol. 
20, no. 4, April 2002 (2002-04), pages 574-585, XP001 130015 ISSN: 0733- 
8724 

D2 : ZAPATA A ET AL: "Optimising scheduling delay in wavelength-routed 

optical burst switched networks with re-attempt capability" OPTICAL FIBER 
COMMUNICATION CONFERENCE, 2004. OFC 2004 LOS ANGELES, CA, 
USA FEB. 23-25, 2004, PISCATAWAY, NJ, USA,IEEE, vol. 2, 26 February 
2004 (2004-02-26), pages 625-627, XP01 0745939 ISBN: 1-55752-772-5 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
"A method of optimising connection set-up times between nodes in a centrally 
controlled network (page 575, right column, lines 26-30); the method comprising 
sending a path set-up request from a node to a controller (page 576, left column, lines 
31-35); sending an acknowledgment message from the controller to the node, when the 
connection has been established (page 578, left column, lines 10-16)." 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known D1 in that if a connection cannot 
be made at a requested time, a "no acknowledgment" message is not sent. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as reducing the 
complexity of the control plane. 

Since none of the prior art documents disclose or hint at omitting the sending of a no 
acknowledgment signal the solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application is considered to involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

Claims 2-5 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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